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less annoying than I've seen her.Traviss gets a chance to ¢AAAf1x¢AAA the issue of Jedi marrying and having relationships, as first revealed in Chﬂdren of the Jedi when Callista reveals she dated Geith. I actually don't mind the concept of more Jedi than just those at the Temple, though I continually wonder how the Lost Twenty fits into that picture
(not that Altis was specified as a Lost Twenty). Altis' Jedi sect is interesting, and I would love to learn more about them. Though I can't imagine one guy, not that old, has trained thousands of students. Is he meaning thousands of Force-sensitives or thousands of beings in general?Also, kudos to Traviss for having Pellaeon make Ahsoka dress in decent
clothes. I honestly have no idea why the Jedi allow her to dress so scantily (as no one except Aalya, another sex object, does). What happened to the Jedi robes? When could apprentices choose what to wear?Traviss' forte has always been writing action and military combat (also clones and Mandos). Here, she does a superb job of detailing life on a
starship (something gravely missing from most Star Wars EU), a hostage situation, and even a ¢AAAspook¢AAA mission. It's obvious she's knowledgeable and has a firm grasp on what she's talking about (and if not, she does excellent research, as with the battle wounds!).I was impressed with the conclusions. Several people are given the choice: to
think and ponder over the questions they were posed or to ignore them. Some, like Rex, realize that pondering over the questions doesn't do anything but weigh you down. Others, like Anakin, want to refuse to acknowledge there is a problem. And still others, such as Hallena, are seeking out the truth. I Didn't Like:This is certainly not the worse that
Traviss has written, but I felt it was a little less than perfect, starting with the characters.From the onset, I was a little shocked at the portrayal of Captain Gilad akoshA dna atsillaC ro ,reve noitasrevnoc elbatrofmocnu ,decrof tsom eht ni ,xes tuoba klat senolc eht dna akoshA nehw sa hcus( deliassa eb nac tnemhcatta-non fo yhposolihp ide] eht os tsuj
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sekam ehs ,erehwesle sa ,ereH .gnihtemos fo tuo tnemugra gib a ekam ot sah ,niaga ecno ,ssivarT taht si tnialpmoc tseggib dnoces yM.A®© Ahcilc woh ,hgu...noisulcnoc reh dnA .ylkciuq os saw ehs denoisullisid woh dna dedneherppa saw ehs ylkciug woh nevig ,tnega doog a hcus saw ehs gniyub emit drah a dah I tub ,nem owt eseht fo htaed eht desuac
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reven osla saw I.eripmE eht ot rieH ni niatpac gninoitseuq ,tnatiseh ,lacitpeks ot niatpac AAA¢oireehcAAA¢ morf yllacitsard os gnignahc mih gnirutcip emit drah a evah llits I tub ,ereh regnuoy si noealleP taht dnatsrednu I ,sey dnA .reporp yrev ,koob eht yb yrev ,Jamrof yrev sa ffo semoc dna trap egral a syalp noealleP hcihw ni ygolouD nwarhT fo
dnaH s'nhaZ dehsinif yltnecer I ecnis kcohs a sa ffo semoc siht sseug I .)akoshA sa hcus ,sreciffo no smrofinu reporp( srehto ot gnirehda elihw ,)xeR htiw sisab eman tsrif a no gnieb sa hcus( ekil t'nseod eh locotorp skcub yllanoisacco ohw niatpac aes hsilgnE doog ,ylloj a ekil erom ,ffo saw eh taht tlef tsuj I ;)senil esoht gnola gnihtemos ro tpurroc ro
toidi na ekil( retcarahc fo tuo yleguh sa deyartrop s'eh taht ton on relations just before a major battle). I have no problem discussing humanity or clone attachment, but we don't go any further (and Traviss said more! than enough on the issue of humanity clones, I think) and please, we're a little thin. I mean, this A is a really interesting question, one
that would be very interesting, but honestly, Traviss drags it into the dirt (everyone notices the tension between Jedi of Altis and Ahsoka, everyone wants to ask for details, Ahsoka spends 90% of the book looking at Callista as if he had a second head, etc.) and makes it boring. Although, you will admit?, I liked how Altis and Anakin talked about it at the
end.Then there was all about Pellaeon and Devis'¢ AAsecretAA relationship. As I read this, I was wondering...why©? Why didn't they come to admit their relationship? Why was it prohibited almost at the same level as Anakin and Padme? I know, Anakin and Padme's were weird (particularly in the film, when Padme, who should have zero restrictions,
protests itAalsoAthough the book makes it clear), but the excuse that the Republic wanted clean agents A is just stupid. The Republic needs officers, and will not be It's hard to know who they're dating, especially if it's the difference between winning and losing. I didn't feel much chemistry between the two. They felt very rigid and formal, even when
they were out of service. Traviss had to tell us that they were in love; I would never get it from the way they acted towards or around each other (particularly not with the way the book ends, that does nothing to cement their "A Atrue love"AA each other.A rare for me to be confused about Traviss's writing or what's going on, but in this book, I often
met that feeling. I was constantly reading sentences, trying to figure out what the characters were joking about or referring to. There have been several battle sequences (such as the rescue of Pellaeon Pellaeon badly described and lost me completely.I had read somewhere how sexist this book was, and I am going to have to second that. Callista gets
slapped on her rear in public as a supposed display of affection (Traviss, if you want to show that Geith and Callista are in love, why not have them hold hands or kiss each other's cheek?). Hallena is considered a commodore solely because she's Pellaeon's squeeze and not because she is an esteemed Republic agent. Hallena also speaks about giving
up her job and joining Pellaeon on his ship; nowhere does Pellaeon offer to make the same sacrifice nor do they both agree to give up their jobs for something else. And Padme does the good house-wife thing in making coffee, packing bags, and dishing gossip. Ugh.Another minor complaint I have is going to sound very strange. Normally, I love it when
authors bring a bit of realism to Star Wars: family life, divorce, outings at the park, you get the drill. Here, when Traviss does it, it almost feels over board. From Padme wearing a beauty mask to making coffee¢AAAoops, I mean caf¢AAAto arguing with a teenager over her clothing choices to likening a revolt to a bargain sale at a mall, it just feels out
of place or maybe a bit too...obvious.Dialogue/Sexual Situations/Violence:Pellaeon goes out of character and swears, using ¢AAAkriff¢AAA.Geith and Callista are lovers; Geith whacks Callista on the rear in a supposedly ¢AAAaffectionate¢AAA pat in public. Pellaecon and Hallena are lovers as well.Hallena is captured; as she is rescued, at least two
clones die.Overall:If I could think of one word to describe this book, it would probably be: disappointing. It's certainly not horrible, but I felt it was lacking, that it didn't live up to Traviss' other works (particularly her novelization of the Clone Wars movie). Traviss writes some characters brilliantly and shows her expertise in military battles, but she
flounders by relying too hard heavy-handed messages that just ruins the pacing and flow. And with a throne $ 16 (at most) for 257 pages, it is difficult to justify a purchase. ... more ... more
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